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doctrine : " Not till seven times, but till seventy times
seven.'1 It is not that the Church makes or declares
him an alien, but that he has made himself one by his
refusal to be reconciled, or to listen to mediation.
Still he cannot alienate himself from the Christian
love, which embraces the alien and the enemy, the
heathen and the publican.

8. THE FAITH OF CONSENSUS

The evidence of our outward senses is supposed to
be the strongest popular proof of reality ; nothing so
real as what we can see, touch, and handle : " Unless
T see the wounds and thrust my fingers into the prints,
I will not believe." Now what is thus if real " exists
for the senses of all; it possesses, to use the current
idealist expression, " intra-subjective " reality; or, to
use the realist expression, " objective " reality, com-
pared with which those feelings which exist for me
alone (pleasure and pain, &c.) are considered less
real, merely subjective. Further, what is given
even to my outward senses is pronounced illusory
and subjective, should it prove to have no existence
for the outward existence of others. So that the
common idea of reality is that of existing for the out-
ward senses of the generality of men ; and its supreme
- test is not what my senses tell me, nor what I see, but
what others tell me they see; in other words, my
belief is influenced more by the consentient testimony
of others than by the evidence of my outward senses ;
so that if all with whom I lived conspired to lie to me
about the facts or outward sensation, I should believe
myself mad. To such an extent, therefore, is the